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Welcome to Millbrook-the village in the valley!
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Nestled in the rolling hills of Cavan, with Baxter Creek flowing through the valley, Irish-born settler John Deyell recognized that this was the perfect spot for a mill in 1816.
Partnered with his brother James, John Deyell built the first mill in the village at the same location where Needler’s mill stands today. His mill was the first of many, and in
Millbrook’s heyday, seven mills operated which established the village as a commercial centre for the surrounding area.

In the mid-1850s, the Port Hope-Lindsay-Beaverton railway was built, with a branch line to Peterborough added in 1858. With the railway and the mills, Millbrook prospered
and grew with banks, hotels, commercial enterprises, schools, and churches being built to service the growing population.

In the later 1800s, the Canadian west opened up with promises of larger tracks of land and golden opportunities. This “call to the west” was answered by 1000 village resi-
dents who pulled up stakes and moved to Manitoba—cutting the local population in half. In time, as with many smaller communities, progress paved the roads, built highways,
and made larger centers more attractive, slowing growth in Millbrook. This slower growth resulted in less development which left the heritage properties in the village mostly
intact. Today the village has over 45 heritage-designated properties—a veritable treasure of historically significant, early Canadian architecture.
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